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	Foreword:
	     Police report for April 2015 prepared by PC 5955 Michael Norrie.

This report is based on the Leaderdale and Melrose Multi Ward Policing Plan. 

Operation RAC 

Anti housebreaking initiative continues to be a focus with regards to crime prevention.  Residents should remain vigilant over security to prevent opportunist thieves.

Operation Quarterlight

Ongoing initiative targeting motorists with specific emphasis around how you can prevent and deter vehicle theft. The operation aims to give tips on how to avoid becoming a victim and gives informative instructions on the best place to park, what to do when refuelling, what to think about prior to setting off on a journey and what to do after parking up.

Motorcycle Safety Campaign
Since the beginning of April 2015, there have been six deaths from four motorcycle crashes on Scotland's roads - which we all know is too many. With summer on its way, the road policing team will be carrying out motorcycle checks and helping to raise awareness of safety on our roads. A new campaign was recently launched aimed at encouraging motorcyclists on Scotland’s roads to stay safe this biking season.  The campaign, by Road Safety Scotland and the Scottish Government, in support of Police Scotland’s engagement activity highlights the need to negotiate left-hand bends safely. One in three motorbike fatalities occur on left-hand bends. Motorcyclists make up one per cent of Scotland’s road traffic, but account for 13 per cent of its fatalities, and throughout the biking season it is not unusual to see at least one fatality each weekend. A new Facebook page dedicated to the campaign will bring together advice from experts and fellow bikers, offering YouTube videos and tips on biking techniques, route recommendations, upcoming events, and how to keep safe while not giving up the freedom and enjoyment they get from being on their bikes.

National Child Abuse Investigation Unit launched
On Monday the 20th ofApril Police Scotland launched the National Child Abuse Investigation Unit (NCAIU), a specialist unit to support the investigation of complex child abuse and neglect across Scotland. The NCAIU is a unit of specially trained officers located across the country. They provide local policing teams with consistent, high quality support for robust investigations into reports of complex child abuse and neglect, including child sexual exploitation and on-line child abuse.


	Ward Priorities 
	Indiscriminate parking 

· You highlighted parking as a problem locally, no incidents were recorded regarding parking issues during the month of April.

Officers will continue to carry out foot patrols and address any issues regarding vehicles parked in a dangerous positions or causing obstructions.  

Speeding/Road Traffic

· Speeding is an issue that concerns you particularly in built up areas

With the campaign regarding motorbike fatalities ongoing road policing officers will continue to carry out regular road checks to detect speeding and other associated road traffic offences.  The Police Scotland Traffic Dept have carried out a number of speed checks on the A68, Stow Road and monitored Crofts Road regarding potential speeding offences.

Police responded to a number of vehicle accidents in the month of April.

Rural thefts

· Thefts from houses and farms particularly in more remote locations concerns you

There were no recorded incidents from farms or dwellings 




	Other Incidents of note/relevant Community Council information.
	In addition to the incidents listed above relating to the ward priorities the following incidents are also of note –

12/04 – Male arrest for domestic assault in the Lauder area.

19/04 – Vandalism to caravans, Thirlstane Castle, enquiries ongoing.

23/04 – Theft shoplifting at CO-OP Lauder, enquiries ongoing.

23/04 – Vandalism to caravan, Smithy Croft, Lauder, enquiries ongoing.

27/04 – Vandalism to tractor, Farmlands just outside Lauder, enquiries ongoing.

28/04 – Youth issues at rear of closed Eagle Hotel, Lauder, enquiries ongoing.

Residents are encouraged be vigilant and report any suspicious activity to Police Scotland.  If possible ensure that your property and vehicles are securely locked and that all valuable equipment is out of sight!

Police responded to 43 calls during the month of April 2015, these vary from domestic incidents, minor disturbances, road traffic and theft related offences.




	Feedback from meeting:
	Please e-mail any feedback to 

PC 5955 Michael Norrie, Leaderdale and Melrose CBO.

michael.norrie@scotland.pnn.police.uk
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