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	Foreword:
	     Police report for October 2015 prepared by PC 5955 Michael Norrie.

This report is based on the Leaderdale and Melrose Multi Ward Policing Plan. 

Operation RAC 

Anti housebreaking initiative continues to be a focus with regards to crime prevention.  Residents should remain vigilant over security to prevent opportunist thieves.

 Operation Monarda

Police Scotland is currently executing Operation Monarda which is a month long initiative aimed at targeting doorstep crime across Scotland.  It brings together public, private and third sector organisations to help minimise risk and prevent harm to vulnerable and older people from criminals who commit doorstep crime.  It operates as a preventative project and encompasses engagement work with the general public as well as enforcement work to target criminals.

Slamming The Gate On Rural Crime

A rural forensic marking scheme is being launched by Police in the Scottish Borders, aiming to cut theft from farms throughout the area.  Around 200 farms will benefit from the new SelectaDNA marking scheme, which will see them target-hardened and transformed into hi-tech ‘forensic farms’. Police Scotland and the Community Planning Partnership at Scottish Borders Council have funded the scheme, which will be implemented in partnership with the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service.  According to NFU Mutual’s annual rural crime survey, rural theft cost an estimated £37.8m in the UK during 2014 – down 15%﻿ on 2013’s high of £44.5m.  

(Right to Ask), Disclosure Scheme for Domestic Violence

October the 1st marks the national roll-out of the Disclosure Scheme for Domestic Abuse Scotland which was previously trialled in Aberdeen & Ayrshire. The scheme aims to prevent domestic abuse by empowering both men and women with the right to ask about the background of their partner, potential partner or someone who is in a relationship with someone they know, and there is a concern that the individual may be abusive. The scheme aims to enable potential victims to make an informed choice on whether to continue the relationship, and provides further help and support to assist the potential victim when making that informed choice. 

Beat Doorstep Crime

From bogus callers to rogue traders, doorstep criminals are cunning, creative and very skilled at deception.  They will use a number of ways to try and gain entry into your home to steal and trick you out of money.  Anyone can be fooled as these are professional con artists.  However, the over 60s are often specifically targeted.

We DO NOT recommend dealing with cold callers for property maintenance and repairs to your home.There are a number of things you can do to help yourself from being caught out.

-Be on guard if someone turns up unexpectedly.

-Use a door chain or bar.

-Always put the chain on before opening the door.

-Keep it on while talking to callers.

-Don’t feel embarrassed – genuine callers expect you to be careful.

-If you don’t have a door chain, check from the nearest window.  

-Remember, door chains can be easily fitted.

-If you’re not sure, don’t answer the door.

-If you feel threatened, unsafe or suspicious of a caller contact the police immediately on 999.

For more information please visit

http/www.scotland.police.uk/whats-happening/campaigns/2015/beat-doorstep-crime



	Ward Priorities 
	Indiscriminate parking 

· You highlighted parking as a problem locally, the following was recorded regarding parking issues during the month of October.  

There have been no recorded reports of indiscriminate parking during the month of October.  I will however continue to monitor the situation by means of foot and cycle patrols.  Robust and positive action will be taken against any vehicles causing an obstruction.  Any information regarding offending vehicles can be emailed to myself for the appropriate action. 

Speeding/Road Traffic

· Speeding is an issue that concerns you particularly in built up areas

A number of road checks have been carried out recently in the Lauder area by the divisional traffic unit.  A number of motorists have been issued fixed penalty tickets and warnings have been issued regarding traffic infringements.  On the built up to winter these checks will become more prevalent and a winter campaign will soon be launched.

Police responded to 2 vehicle accidents in the month of October.

Rural thefts

· Thefts from houses and farms particularly in more remote locations concerns you

There were no recorded incidents from farms or dwellings in the month of October. 




	Other Incidents of note/relevant Community Council information.
	In addition to the incidents listed above relating to the ward priorities the following incidents are also of note –

02/10 – Male arrested and charged for a breach of the peace, West High Street, Lauder.

03/10 – Motor vehicle reported stolen near to Birkenside, enquries ongoing.

20/10 – Report of vandalism to a lorry West High Street, Lauder, enquiries ongoing.

28/10 – Report of Fly tipping A697, enquiries ongoing.

30/10 – Report of shoplifting CO-OP Lauder, enquiries ongoing.

31/10 – Report of egg throwing Allanbank, Lauder, enquiries ongoing.

Residents are encouraged be vigilant and report any suspicious activity to Police Scotland.  If possible ensure that your property and vehicles are securely locked and that all valuable equipment is out of sight!

. 

Police responded to a number of calls during the month of October 2015, these vary from, anti social incidents, assault, minor disturbances and road traffic related offences.




	Feedback from meeting:
	Please e-mail any feedback to 

PC 5955 Michael Norrie, Leaderdale and Melrose CBO.

michael.norrie@scotland.pnn.police.uk
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